
 

Cyclops  September / October 2025  Page 1  

American Legion Dewey Lowman Post #109 
September / October  2025 - Our 90th Year 

Commander’s Message  

     In our previous issue I wished everyone a great summer.  I’m fully prepared to say goodbye to 
summer and hello to cooler autumn months.  To kick off the season the S.A.L., Auxiliary, and Post 
are combining funds to provide some needed school supplies to those less advantaged students in 
our local elementary schools.  There is a collection box near the canteen entrance for individual   
contributions as well. 

     September brings back some favorite activities and food offerings.   Show Me the Money will 
begin on   September 7th, Taco Tuesday will recommence on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, and Spaghetti 
Nights are again    scheduled for the 3rd Thursdays of each month.   In October  we’ll end the month 
with our annual Halloween Party on October 25th followed by Trunk or Treat on October 26th.   

     Elsewhere in this issue you will find a poster picture of the beautiful Dewey Lowman afghan      
donated by Fully Promoted local company that also offers some nicely embroidered shirts with      
Legion, Auxiliary, and Sons emblems.  This afghan will be raffled with the proceeds serving as a 
starter fund for a possible painting of Post 109 on the exterior wall of a local Arbutus business. 

     Autumn will soon enough turn to winter so we are going to try to get a head start by collecting 
lightly used jackets and coats to be provided to local school children.  The collection box will be near 
the canteen             restrooms.  I believe mittens and gloves will be welcome as well.   

     Our newly minted 1st Vice Commander has hit the ground running with membership renewals so 
let’s keep him hopping and get the rest of them in the mail or paid online.   With the probability of a 
dues increase next year you might consider renewing for up to three years at the current rate of $40. 

In Veterans Service, 

Clyde Thomas 

Commander, Post 109 

 

Stay Connected With  Post 109 
   Facebook:       https://www.facebook.com/dewey109/ 
   Email:               Cyclops@AmericanLegionPost109.org  
   Website:           www.AmericanLegionPost109.org 
   Post Phone:    410 - 242 -  5956 

USS CYCLOPS (AC-4) 
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Chaplain’s Report 
Called to Post Everlasting:  

    RALPH STRALEY 
     Anyone having information about a Post member entering the hospital, nursing home, recovering from an 
illness or surgery, or has  been called to the Post Everlasting, is asked to notify me.  We do offer memorial  
services, per the families request.  

For God and Country  

Shannon Shaffrey,   Chaplain  

443-858-5862       Shaffrey31@gmail.com 
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Dewey Lowman Unit # 109  Auxiliary 

   Presidents Message 

   Wow, it’s been a hot summer! Looking forward to the cool, crisp days of fall!  Our new year started with our 
state convention in July in Ocean City with 2 of our members attending. Our unit received the following     
Department of Maryland awards for Members 336 and up: (1) Children & Youth, Education, 2024-2025 2nd 
Place, (2) Americanism Parade, Chaplain, 2024-2025 3rd Place;  (3) Americanism Essay 2024-2025 3rd Place 
Group II; and (4) Blue Ribbon for Membership Goal Plus (376 members in 2025, 354 in 2024).                  
Congratulations to all on a great year! 

   It’s almost time to settle in for fall and get back to our Auxiliary meetings and events.  Don’t forget our 
monthly meetings will resume on Tuesday, September 9th at 7:00 in Hall A. Join us and help make lives 
of veterans better every day.  Our membership grew in 2025 and we hope to continue that trend. A big thank 
you to all who have already paid their 2026 dues.  

   Hope to see and meet more of our members at meetings this year.  We have lots of upcoming events that we 
sponsor or support, Coats for Kids, Trunk or Treat, Americanism Essay Contest, Children’s Christmas Party, 
shrimp night and a spring dance to name a few.  Your officers are looking forward to any new and exciting 
ideas to better serve our veterans and community. Please feel free to contact me if you have any concerns or 
questions. Hope to see you on the 9th! 

For God and Country, 

Carolyn Hyatt, President     carolynph711@yahoo.com, 443-833-5532 

Chaplain 
  As the warmth of summer slowly fades and the crispness of autumn approaches, let us take a moment to   
reflect and be thankful for the season that is passing and for the blessings that lie ahead. If you know of any 
member that is ill, in the hospital, or has had a death in the family, please assist me with their names. Also 
note, our auxiliary offers a memorial and funeral service for members upon the family’s request. 

With Love, 

Lori Shaffrey, Chaplain   (443) 531-8055, shaffrey_faith@yahoo.com 

Membership 
 Welcome back everyone after our summer break! I hope you all had a terrific summer despite the heat and 
humidity. It’s time to pay your dues for the coming year 2026: $35 dollars for seniors members and $10 for 
juniors members. We encourage you to pay early by the following methods: 

·       Online: https://www.legion-aux.org/renew  (note: you must have an account) 

·       Mail:  American Legion Auxiliary, Dept. of Maryland, INC. 

       1589 Sulphur Spring Rd., Suite #105, Baltimore, MD 21227  

(Please make checks payable to “American Legion Auxiliary” and include your member #) 

·       In person: Dewey Lowman American Legion, Post 109, see bartender in the lounge. 

·       Call National Headquarters at (317) 569-4570 with your member ID ready. 

Let’s all hop aboard the renewal train now before the train leaves the station! 

Yours in service, 

Paulette Bronis, Membership Chair     

(443)-955-8963, paulette.bronis@gmail.com 
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      Sons of the American Legion 
 

 

    Once again the SAL is having the Annual School Supply Drive to support 
our local schools. A crate for your donations is under the sign in sheet in 
the canteen. Thank you. 

Richard Sigwald 

 

Service Officers Corner 

 

1.Baltimore Station:  I would like to thank the members of the Post who have donated some of their old 
but usable clothes.  I have been to the station a few times and they can’t thank me enough for our 
donations.  These guys and gals are trying to get their life back together and by donating we are doing just 
that.  It’s hard to believe that these veterans chose to take a left instead of a right at the fork.  Here we are 
sitting around the bar, enjoying Post dinners and activities while these veterans are really down on their 
luck.  I can tell you first hand that they really appreciate our donations.   

2.Special Olympics:  Ray and I attended the Kayaking Event in Crisfield, MD on Saturday, 09 AUG.  Can 
you believe I was the Captain of the pontoon.  What a thrill that was for me.  Both Ray and I were timers 
on the 500- and 1,000-meter races.  We got out on the water at the finish line at 9:30 A.M. and it took us a 
few tries to finally get the anchors set.  The fast-moving current and the wind didn’t help us at all.  We 
finished up about 4:00 P.M. This event was held at Post #16 in Crisfield.  We met the Post Commander 
and some of the members.  The Post sits on a peninsula jutting out into the river.  We also met the Chief of 
Police.  His Officers handed out the medals to the winners. If you’re ever down that way, stop in and check 
it out.  They also have RV hookups for $80.00 per week. 

3.When you read this summer will almost be gone and we’ll be awaiting that dreaded cold weather. I do 
have a few Special Olympic events that you might be interested in.  Golf in Queenstown on Sunday 09 SEP 
& the Fall Sports Festival at Mt. St. Mary’s College in Emmittsburg, MD on Saturday, 18 OCT.  If you’re 
interested in volunteering your time, please see me.  

4.Spirit of ’45:  American Legion Auxiliary District 4 President Sharon Knecht and Wild Bill attended this 
Memorial Service.  This ceremony honored the legacy of service of the men and women of Americas 
“Greatest Generation” on National Spirit of ’45 Day.  It was held at the Baltimore National Cemetery in 
Catonsville. 

A thought to ponder:  One day you’re young, and the next you have a favorite PHARMACY!  Think about it. 
 ‘GOD Bless Our Troops and GOD Bless America”. 
 

Yours in Legion Service, 

Wild Bill Ganz      

 (410)418-5597    yncdd840@gmail.com 
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U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
Toys for Tots 

We will be collecting new, unwrapped toys so all chil-
dren can have a good Christmas. Please drop your 
toys off in the canteen beginning October 1 
through     December 16.  There will be collection 
boxes throughout the Arbutus and Catonsville areas. 
We will even come pick up your toys. Just call Patty 
Calvert for more info.  Thanks for all your continued 
support!  Last year we collected over 3,000 toys.  
Let’s do it again this year!  
Patty Calvert, Auxiliary Chair, 410-294-7577 

Dewey Lowman Afghan Raffle 
 

Raffle tickets now on sale at the canteen, $5 each 
or 5 for $20.  Don’t miss the chance to own this 
one of a kind Dewey Lowman Post 109 54x72 Soft 
100% Woven Cotton Fringed Afghan.  Winner will 
be selected on Veterans Day, November 11, 2025.  

Custom made and donated by  
FULLY PROMOTED 

1768 Sulphur Spring Road 
Arbutus, MD  21227 
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~SEPTEMBER 2025 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

LABOR 
DAY 

2 
Home 

Committee     

Officers 
Meeting 

7p-8p  

3 4 
Wing Night 

5-7pm 

5 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

6 
Live Band - 
Escape 
Goat 
7p-11p  

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Auxiliary  
Meeting 
7:00pm 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

10 11 
PATRIOT 
DAY 
 
S.A.L.  
Meeting 
6:30 pm 

12 
Crab Cake    
Dinner  6 p 
 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

13 
Live Band - 
Greater Im-
age 
7p-11p  

14 
 
 

15 
 

16 
AMERICAN  
LEGION 
DAY 
Membership 
Meeting    
7 pm 

17 
CONSTITU-
TION DAY 

18 
Spaghetti     
Dinner 4-
7pm 

19 
Live Music 
Jill Black & 
the Panic 
Attack 
7pm-11pm  

20 
Live Band - 
RAM 
7p-11p  

21 22 
 

23 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

24 25 
27 Flags 
Meeting 
7p-8p 

26 
Steak Din-
ner 
6p 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

27 
Live Band - 
Dodson 
Creek 
7p-11p  

28 
    
 
 
 
 

                          

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

30 
 

    



 

Cyclops  September / October 2025  Page 9  

~OCTOBER 2025 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 

Steamed 
Shrimp  
Night 

5-7pm 

3 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

4 
Live Band - 
Rebound 
7p-11p  

5 
 

6 
 

7 
Home 

Committee     

Officers 
Meeting 

7p-8p  

8 9 
S.A.L.  
Meeting 
6:30 pm 

10 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

11 
Live Band - 
Spell 
Bound 
7p-11p  

12 
 
 

13 
 

14 
Auxiliary  
Meeting 
7:00pm 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

15 
 

16 
Spaghetti     
Dinner 4-
7pm 

17 
Live Music 
Music Alley 
7pm-11pm  

18 
Live Band - 
South Paw 
7p-11p  

19 20 
 

21 
Membership 
Meeting    
7 pm 

22 23 
 

24 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

25 
Halloween   
Party 
Live Band - 
Wild Grey 
Hairz 
7p-11p  

26 
Trunk or 
Treat 
1 pm—
3pm 
 
 
 

                          

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

29 30 
Vern’s 
Birthday 
 
27 Flags 
Meeting 
7p-8p 

31 
 
 
 
Costume  
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  
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Junior Sports Shooting Club 

  If you have grandkids who are interested in participating in an Olympics level sport, then point them in the 
direction of the JSSC.  The club continues to look for interested youth for its meetings which are on Tuesdays 
at 7 pm in Hall B.  We currently have ten kids and four adults at our meetings.   
 
The club provides a fun learning experience and education in gun safety for youth between the ages of 8 and 
18.  Adults from the Post family teach gun safety and provide an opportunity for youth relatives of members, 
Young Marines and scouting to hone their skills at shooting air rifles. 
 
Club is in need of additional adult instructors from the Post.  Not a lot of time is needed as meetings are only 
on Tuesday evenings from 5 pm until 8:30 pm.  If you have any interest in gun safety and enjoy working with 
youth and families, please contact John Sheldon at 410-799-6958 
 
Contact Tracy Thiels or John Sheldon at juniorshootingsports@AmericanLegionPost109.org if you know of 
youth interested in joining the club or are interested in participating as a coach. 
 
John Sheldon & Tracy Thiels 

The Original 27 Flags 

  Another float full of fun at the Arbutus 4th of July Parade! It was so amazing to see all of the Arbutus 
residents sitting along the parade route and recognizing and saluting the American Flag as we road by on the 
float.   That’s what the 27 Flags group is all about!  Please join our group so that you too can feel the warmth 
and joy of such displays of patriotism and respect for our flag.  Meetings are the last Thursday of the month 
and will resume in September.  Contact Richard Sigwald at 410-868-0728 if you are interested. 

Carolyn Hyatt, Secretary 
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Post 109 Hall Rental  

         Our hall can accommodate both large and small events with ample 
parking. Contact Vivian for competitive hall rental prices and the best 

service around.   

Contact Vivian at: 443-415-5557 
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September / October  Flag Raising Schedule 

      
   The Original 27 Flags Unit along with help from additional post member raise and 

lower the flags on the poles lining the post driveway.  When all the flags are up it is  

very impressive site.   

    Please consider taking a little time to meet us at the Legion and help us accomplish 

this duty.  It usually takes less than 30 minutes.  Thanks in advance for your help! 

 
Flags go up at 0800 and down at 1700 on the following days: 

   
Labor Day Monday, September 1st 

Patriot Day  Thursday, September 11th 
American Legion Day, Tuesday September 16th  
Constitution Day, Wednesday September 17th 
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Post #109 Officers 

   Commander                     Clyde Thomas               443-917-9821 
   1st Vice                             Chuck Marshall                
   2nd Vice                           Duayne Driscoll 
   3rd Vice                            Vernon Wilkens                         
   Adjutant                           William Ganz                         410-418-5597 
   Judge Advocate              Ray Staniewski 
   Finance Officer               Darrel Jackson                 410-782-5937                     
   Chaplain                          Shannon Shaffrey        443-858-5862        
   Historian                         Gary Tolbert-Smith  
   Service Officer                William Ganz                   410-418-5597 
   Sgt.-At-Arms                   John Calvert                           410-370-7629 

Post #109 S.A.L.  Officers 

Commander         VACANT 
1st Vice                  David White 
2nd Vice                Bob Wire                                               410-456-7847  
Finance Officer    John Moylan                                        
Chaplain                VACANT 
Adjutant                Jim Bowlin         
Sgt-at-Arms          Dennis Clark 
Historian               Gary Sanford Sr. 

       Unit #109 Auxiliary Officers 

 

President:          Carolyn Hyatt                                          443-833-5532 
1st Vice:              Paulette Bronis                                        443-955-8963 
Treasurer:          Rose Mary Tittsworth  
Secretary:           Mary Beth Wire 
Chaplain:            Lori Shaffrey                  443-531-8055 
Sgt at Arms:       Patricia Calvert  
Historian:           Beth Milesky 
Exec. Comm.:    Millie Finck,  Cindy Klapproth,  & Linda Lohrfink                
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Time Dated Material 
Please Do Not Delay 

Deliver by September 1st 

American Legion Post #109 
Department of Maryland 
1610 Sulphur Spring Road 
Halethorpe, MD 21227 

The American Legion 

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY 

IN GOD WE TRUST 

The Cyclops 
July / August  2025 

 
The Bi-Monthly Newsletter of  
American Legion Post #109 

Membership 

Meetings  
3rd Tuesday 

7 pm 

 

 September  16th 

October  21st 

Auxiliary  

Meetings 
2nd Tuesdays  

7:00 pm  

 

September  9th 

October  14th 

S.A.L.  

Meetings 
2nd Thursday 

6 pm 

 

September  11th 

October 9th 

27 Flag  

Meetings 
Last Thursday 

7 pm 

 

September  25th 

October  30th 


