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January — February 2026 
American Legion Dewey Lowman Post #109 

1610 Sulphur Spring Rd, Halethorpe, MD 21227 
Founded in  1933 

Commander’s Message  

  With the holidays behind us it’s time to look ahead a bit at some upcoming events and a couple of changes at 
Dewey Lowman.   

  We have a little shuffling of Post officers with Scott Ross relieving Ronnie (Duwayne) Driscoll as 2nd Vice 
Commander, Ronnie stepping up to serve as Post Service Officer, with Wild Bill Ganz remaining as our 
Adjutant.  This realignment takes a better advantage of each of their interests as well as their available time to 
fullfill these obligations.  As Service Officer, Duwayne will be available on Post membership meeting nights, 
7pm on the 3rd Tuesday each month, to assist with VA questions and claims.   If you have VA questions or 
issues you are encouraged to show up for our monthly meetings and speak with him then. 

  For some years we have enjoyed Karaoke on the 1st, 2nd, and 4th Friday evenings.  Beginning in January this 
will change to the 2nd and 4th Fridays, 7-11pm, with live music or DJ’s scheduled for the remaining Friday 
evenings.   

  We are currently working on updating our security system, replacing the aged Honeywell hardware and 
software.  What this means to each of us is that our door cards or door fobs will need to be reprogrammed so 
there will be a period of adjustment for entry into the post.  I am currently planning to set up a couple of 
weekday evenings as well as a weekend afternoon when everyone will be welcome to bring in their existing 
cards/fobs for exchange.  Only members with current 2026 membership cards will be able to get new door 
fobs so if you have not yet paid your 2026 dues…  well, you know. 

  Tickets will be available soon for our annual March Bull and Oyster Roast during which we will announce 
the winning candidates for our local 1st Responders of The Year.   We will also introduce the winner of the 
2026 Mickey Knecht Award honoring a Post Family member for giving their time and talents to our Post 
through the past year.   

     Finally, we have submitted a request for a Legislative Bond Initiative to our local Maryland House 
delegate, Delegate Aletheia McCaskill, to assist with funding a new floor in our banquet halls, replacing the 
worn flooring we struggle to maintain.  This will greatly improve our halls and assist with serving our youth, 
community, and veterans. 

Wishing You All and Safe and Happy New Year, 

Clyde Thomas 

Commander, Post 109 

USS CYCLOPS (AC-4) 
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Chaplain’s Report 
Called to Post Everlasting:  

DAVID MACK 
 Anyone having information about a Post member entering the hospital, nursing home, recovering 
from an illness or surgery, or has  been called to the Post Everlasting, is asked to notify me.  We do offer 
memorial services, per the families request.  

For God and Country  

Shannon Shaffrey,   Chaplain  

443-858-5862       Shaffrey31@gmail.com 
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POST ADJUTANT 
1.Special Olympics:  Ray and I attended the State Bowling Championships that were held at Crofton Bowling 

 Lanes in Crofton, MD on Sunday, 7 Dec 25.  I gave some of my challenge coins to deserving athletes and they  

couldn’t thank me enough.  Ray had the pleasure of narrating the awards ceremony while I along with the 
Police Officers from The MD Dept. of Natural Resources, The Dept of Transportation, MD State Police and 
the Frederick County Sherifs Dept. draped these medals around the necks of the athletes.  When this event 
was over one of the staff asked if we would like to take some leftover food home.  We decided to take all the 
leftover food to Baltimore Station where it was received with open arms and a lot of appreciation from the 
homeless veterans there. 

2. Our next event will be the 2026 Polar Bear Plunge to be held on Friday, January 30, 2026. Once again, I 
will be setting the Special Olympics Piggy Banks around the bar for your kind donations. If you would like to 
donate to the plunge please go on line to my website. The webpage is https://support.somd.org/
fundraiser/6546982.  I’m thanking each and every one of you in advance for your very kind and generous 
donations. 

3. I attended a revitalization at Chesapeake Post #127.  Between 4 of us we signed up 14 new members for 
their post. 

4. Ray and I attended the Annual Pearl Harbor Ceremony at Baltimore Station on Friday, 5 December along 
with our District 4 Commander and our Dept. Commander Nikki Randolph. 

5.Cell Phones:  Please continue bringing in those old cell phones that you don’t use anymore.  Place them in 
the blue box under the sign in book at the lounge entrance.  They will be refurbished and the hours spent on 
reb=furbishing, will be sent to the troops overseas. 

6.Eyeglasses:  There are (2) boxes on the wall that separates the bar from the dining area in the lounge.  Place 
any old eyeglasses in those boxes.  They will be refurbished by the Lions Club and given to needy folks. 

7.A thought to ponder:  90% of being married is yelling “WHAT” from other rooms. 

 ‘GOD Bless Our Troops and GOD Bless America”. 

Yours in Legion Service: 

 Wild Bill Ganz (410) 418-5597  

Dewey Lowman Post #109 

$1000.00 Shinnamon Scholarship 

   2026 High School graduates that are 
children, grandchildren, or great-
grandchildren of Post members in good 
standing (2025-2026 dues paid) are 
encouraged to apply. Scholarship can be used 
for any post high school academic expenses 
including vocational schools.  Application can 
be downloaded from the Post Website Home 
Page.  

     Any questions can be directed to Post 
Scholarship Chair, Vernon Wilkens at: 

wilkens325j@gmail.com  
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Dewey Lowman Unit # 109  Auxiliary 

   Presidents Message 

  Happy New Year wishes to one and all!  We finished up 2025 in Auxiliary style by delivering a Holiday     
package of personal items from our Post Family to the Veterans Administration Medical Center in Baltimore.  
And supporting our Post with another successful and fun Children’s Christmas party.  Thank you to everyone 
that helped make these events successful! 

  There are a few activities planned so far this coming year.   During the month of January we will be sending 
out checks to our lucky winners in our annual Cash Calendar fundraiser. I hope you all bought your tickets so 
you are ready to win, win, win! 

  On February 5th, we will host another “Saxy Shrimp Night”---always scrumptious shrimp and awesome   
music! 

  On March 8th, we are hosting a Cash Blast Drawing for the benefit of the ALA Department of Maryland.  
Tickets soon available at the canteen…join us for Pull-tabs, Mini Raffles, Cake Table,  and Fun! 

  Our spring dance is scheduled on Saturday, April 25 so plan to ROCK THE NIGHT AWAY with the Band   
rEVOLVEr…stay tuned for more info in the March-April Cyclops. 

  We’ve had a great 2025 with Auxiliary and Legion Family activities, but let’s bring our membership together 
for an even greater year in 2026!  Please renew your membership if you haven’t done so already and join us 
at our monthly meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 in the Post’s hall.  Be a part of YOUR Unit! 

For God and Country, 

Carolyn Hyatt, President     

 carolynph711@yahoo.com      443-833-5532 

Chaplain 
Members who have passed to the Great Beyond: 

Candice L. Hinebaugh 

Please keep the family and friends of Candice Hinebaugh in our thoughts and prayers.  May God bring them 
comfort and peace.   

God has blessed us with another year, 2026.  Let’s fill it with peace and love.  In our shared spirit of service 
not self, please assist me with the names of any member who has passed, is ill, in the hospital, or has had a 
death in the family.  Also, please note our auxiliary offers a memorial and funeral service for members upon 
the family’s request. 

With Love, 

Lori Shaffrey, Chaplain    

Membership 
   The 2025 membership year is over; it is now 2026.   If you have not renewed, you are in a delinquent status 
and need to renew now! The veterans, active duty and their families need you.  Numerous objectives cannot 
be accomplished without your membership. 

If you've renewed your membership, check that your auxiliary friends have done the same. 

Yours in service, 

Paulette Bronis, Membership Chair     

(443)-955-8963, paulette.bronis@gmail.com 
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Maryland Girl’s State 
   The American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) Maryland Girls State will be held on June 21 -26, 2026, at Salisbury 
University. First presented in 1937, Girl’s State is one of the most respected learning programs presented in 
the United States. The ALA mission is to honor those who have brought us our freedom through enduring 
commitment to develop young women as future leaders grounded in patriotism and Americanism. While 
attending this program they become knowledgeable of the democratic process and how our form of 
government works at the state and national levels. Students assume the roles of government leaders, 
campaigning in mock parties to become mayors and county and state officials of their ALA Girls State. The 
program is a weeklong learning experience held on the Salisbury University campus where girls live in “cities” 
within a dormitory-like setting. Female high school students who have completed their junior year are 
competitively selected and sponsored by ALA units. The only cost to the student’s family is the $45 
registration fee. The rest of the cost is covered by ALA units in Maryland. This is a highly regarded program 
that is nationally known and attendance is a big plus on college and scholarship applications. If you would 
like to submit an application and be considered for sponsorship by The American Legion Dewey Lowman 
Auxiliary Unit 109 - please contact Sharon Knecht: 410-227- 0169 nonniek@verizon.net or see https://
mdboysgirlsstate.org for more information and to apply. 

Auxiliary Unit 109 Education Committee                 
   The ALA Dewey Lowman Unit 109 Scholarship Application Forms for 2026 are now available! You can 
obtain a copy from the Education Chair and on the Dewey Lowman website at https://
www.americanlegionpost109.org/index.php?id=133.  Please contact Carolyn Hyatt, Acting Education Chair, 
at 443-833-5532 or email carolynph711@yahoo.com, with any questions or requests. 

NEW IN 2026: Scholarship award increased from $1,000 to $2,000.  APPLICATION IS OPEN TO ANY 
HIGH SCHOOL senior who is a child, grandchild, or great-grandchild of a paid member of the American 
Legion Family (Dewey Lowman members will be weighted.) 

We are looking forward to another enthusiastic response! 

Carolyn Hyatt 

Acting Education Chair 

Cash Blast Drawing 
  

Benefitting the ALA Department of MD Programs and Operations 
Sunday, March 8, 2026  Doors Open at 2:00 pm.  

 Drawings Begin at 3:00 pm. 
Winner Drawn Every 15 Minutes   Top Prize is $1,000 

Pull-tabs, Mini Raffles, Cake Table, Fun! 
Tickets are $10 each 

Food and Drinks for Sale 
Prizes 

$50 on the quarter, half, and three-quarter hours 
$100 at 3:00pm         $200 at 4:00pm                $300 at 5:00pm        $400 at 6:00pm     

$1,000 at 7:00 pm 
 

For information or tickets call Sharon Knecht   410-227-0169 
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      Children’s Christmas Party 
  The Joy of Christmas was very apparent at Post 109 during the annual Children’s 
Christmas Party on December 14th.  68 children received gifts from Santa, Mrs. Claus 
and Lucy the Elf.  Xmas pizza, hot dogs & cup cakes were given to the children and 
parents as Saxman Jay played Christmas tunes.  The Post hall was decorated with 
many trees and Xmas inflatables plus there was a Hot Chocolate bar.  We 
acknowledge the following individuals for their wonderful dedication in making this 
event so successful:  Paulette & Joe Bronis, Sandy & Darrel Jackson, Bob & Beth 
Wire, Chuck & Claire Marshall, Greg & Paula Reisz, Katie, Kathy, Linda, Richard, 
Bonnie, Santa Gene, Mrs. Carolyn Claus and Elf Lucy. 

 
 
 

 

      Sons of the American Legion 
 

S.A.L hold Meeting 2nd Thursday of Every Month 
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~ January 2026 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

POST 
CLOSED 

2 
Music    
Bingo & DJ 
7pm-11pm  

3 
Live Band - 
8 Ball 
Deluxe 
7p-11p  

4 
Show Me 
The Mon-
ey/
Potluck 
2 p.m. 

5 
 

6 
Home 

Committee     

Officers 
Meeting 

6pm-7pm 

7 8 
S.A.L.  
Meeting 
6:30 pm 

9 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

10 
Live Band - 
Blue Line 
7p-11p  

11 
Show Me 
The Mon-
ey/
Potluck 
2 p.m. 

12 
 

13 
Auxiliary  
Meeting 
7:00pm 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

14 
 

15 
Spaghetti     
Dinner 4-
7pm 

16 
 

17 
Live Band - 
Deni Starr 
Band 
7p-11p  

18 
Show Me 
The Mon-
ey/
Potluck 
2 p.m. 

19 20 
Membership 
Meeting    
6 pm 

21 22 
 

23 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

24 
Live Band - 
Mixed 
Emotion 
7p-11p  

25 
   Show 
Me The 
Money/
Potluck 
2 p.m. 
 
 

                          

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

28 29 
27 Flags 
Meeting 
7p-8p 

30 
Live Band - 
The Heat 
Band 
7p-11p  

31 
Live Band - 
TBA 
7p-11p  
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~ February 2026 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Show Me 
The 
Money/
Potluck 
2 p.m. 

2 3 

Home Com-
mittee  

Officers 
Meeting 

6pm-7pm 

4 5 

Shrimp 
Night 

5-7pm 

Live Mu-
sic—Old 
Rusty Sax 

6 
Music   
Bingo & DJ 
7pm-11pm  

7 
Chili Cookoff 
Live Band - 
Greater Im-
age 
7p-11p  

8 
Show Me 
The 
Money/
Potluck 
2 p.m. 
 

 

9 
 

10 
Auxiliary  
Meeting 
7:00pm 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

11 
 

12 
S.A.L.  
Meeting 
6:30 pm 

13 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

14 
Valentines 
Dance 
Live Band - 
West Side 
Rocks 
7p-11p  

15 
Show Me 
The 
Money/
Potluck 
2 p.m. 

16 
 

17 
Membership 
Meeting    
6 pm 
 

 
 

18 19 
Spaghetti     
Dinner  
4-7pm 

20 
Chili  
Cookoff 
 
Live Band - 
The Ville 
7p-11p  

21 
Live Band - 
Rebound 
7p-11p  

22 
Show Me 
The 
Money/
Potluck 
2 p.m. 

23 
 

24 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

25 26 
27 Flags 
Meeting 
7p-8p 

27 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

28 
Live Band - 
Revolver 
Hairz 
7p-11p  
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TOYS FOR TOTS CAMPAIGN A HUGE LEGION SUCCESS 

  So there are those that believe in Santa Claus and then there are his helpers. Dewey Lowman has two 

distinguished helpers for Santa—Patty and John Calvert. 

Since 2019, this couple has transformed their basement into a collection depot to store US Marines Toys for 

Tots gifts which they collect all year. 

Along with their Legion Elf Team, they collect the toys from TFTs boxes at many locations in and around our 

community. This year, the team accumulated over 3000 Toys for Tots. For the past 5 years, they have 

collectively processed over 23,000 gifts for the US Marines campaign which has put smiles on children’s faces 

and hope in the hearts of thousands of children. Thanks to Patty, John and their team for making this 
happen! 

Holiday Package Delivery to Baltimore VA Medical Center 

Thanks to the generous donations from our Legion Family the Auxiliary delivered a generous 

holiday package to the Baltimore VA Medical Center on December 18, 2025. We had 2 loaded 

crates with food items, 1 loaded crate with toiletries and personal items, a large bag of puzzle 

books, playing cards, pencils and pens, a large contractor bag with 18 new sweat suits, and a 

large contractor bag filled with blankets and 20 lap afghans for the cancer treatment unit. And a 

box of handwritten Christmas cards for the veterans. Thanks to all who so generously 

contributed to brighten up the holidays for our hospitalized veterans! 
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The Original 27 Flags 

The 27 Flags unit was very busy the past two months!  On November 9th, our float proudly displayed The 
Original 27 Flags in the Howard County Veterans Day Parade.  See us front and center at https://
www.howardcountyveterans.org/parade/ and  https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1381424246666199. 
Our story soon to be broadcasted in an interview by the Glen Burnie Players Organization! 

November 11:  The unit marched in the Arbutus Flag Pole Veterans Day ceremony carrying the 27 
Flags to honor all Veterans.  

December 6:  Our float joined the fun of the Arbutus Hometown Christmas Parade and 
Whobilation Celebration.  Our Young Marines led us down the parade route for a fun, festive and cold 
celebration! 

December 13:  We again provided a patriotic background for the Wreaths Across America ceremony at 
the Baltimore National Cemetery.  The program honors veterans, active duty miliary and their families by 
placing a wreath on the gravesites of soldiers, saying their names out loud as they do so.  Our Post, SAL and 
Auxiliary sponsored wreaths by making generous donations to the Baltimore National Cemetery. 

 

WOULDN’T YOU LOVE TO BE A PART OF YOUR LEGION FAMILY AND COMMUNITY BY JOINING IN 
THESE PATRIOTIC ACTIVITIES?  PLEASE CONTACT RICHARD SIGWALD AT 410-868-0728 TO JOIN 
OUR UNIT AND JOIN IN THE FUN! 

Carolyn Hyatt 

27 Flags Unit Secretary 

 

 

Coats for Kids 

   Our Legion Family should be proud that we helped 69 kids be a little warmer this winter! We  collected 
coats and cash donations for a total of 69 coats that were delivered to Arbutus Elementary, Relay Elementary, 
Halethorpe Elementary and Riverview Elementary in early October. Thank you to everyone that donated to 
help make this drive a success! Thanks to Mary Marah of 109 Auxiliary for coordinating the details. Awesome 
job everyone! 
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Post 109 Hall Rental  

         Our hall can accommodate both large and small events with ample 
parking. Contact Vivian for competitive hall rental prices and the best 

service around.   

Contact Vivian at: 443-415-5557 

Junior Sports Shooting Club  

    If you have grandkids who are interested in participating in an Olympics level sport, then point them in the 
direction of the JSSC.  The club continues to look for interested youth for its meetings which are on Tuesdays 
at 6:15 pm in Hall B.  We currently have ten kids and four adults at our meetings.   

   The club provides a fun learning experience and education in gun safety for youth between the ages of 8 and 
18.  Adults from the Post family teach gun safety and provide an opportunity for youth relatives of members, 
Young Marines and scouting to hone their skills at shooting air rifles. 

    Club is in need of additional adult instructors from the Post.  Not a lot of time is needed as meetings are 
only on Tuesday evenings from 6:15 pm until 8:30 pm.  If you have any interest in gun safety and enjoy 
working with youth and families, please contact John Sheldon at 410-799-6958 

   Contact Tracy Thiels or John Sheldon at juniorshootingsports@AmericanLegionPost109.org if you know of 
youth interested in joining the club or are interested in participating as a coach. 

 

John Sheldon &  Tracy Thiels 
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Post #109 Officers 

   Commander                     Clyde Thomas               443-917-9821 
   1st Vice                             Chuck Marshall                
   2nd Vice                           Scott Ross  
   3rd Vice                            Vernon Wilkens                         
   Adjutant                           William Ganz                         410-418-5597 
   Judge Advocate              Ray Staniewski 
   Finance Officer               Darrel Jackson                 410-782-5937                     
   Chaplain                          Shannon Shaffrey        443-858-5862        
   Historian                         Gary Tolbert-Smith  
   Service Officer                Duayne Driscoll 
   Sgt.-At-Arms                   John Calvert                           410-370-7629 

Post #109 S.A.L.  Officers 

Commander         Steve Greig                 301-875-2468 
1st Vice                  David White 
2nd Vice                Bob Wire                                               410-456-7847  
Finance Officer    John Moylan                                        
Chaplain                VACANT 
Adjutant                Jim Bowlin         
Sgt-at-Arms          Dennis Clark 
Historian               Gary Sanford Sr. 

       Unit #109 Auxiliary Officers 

 

President:          Carolyn Hyatt                                          443-833-5532 
1st Vice:              Paulette Bronis                                        443-955-8963 
Treasurer:          Rose Mary Tittsworth  
Secretary:           Mary Beth Wire 
Chaplain:            Lori Shaffrey                  443-531-8055 
Sgt at Arms:       Patricia Calvert  
Historian:           Beth Milesky 
Exec. Comm.:    Millie Finck,  Cindy Klapproth,  & Linda Lohrfink                



 

Cyclops  January / February 2026  Page 16  

Stay Connected With  Post 109 
   Facebook:       https://www.facebook.com/dewey109/ 
   Email:               Cyclops@AmericanLegionPost109.org  
   Website:           www.AmericanLegionPost109.org 
   Post Phone:    410 - 242 - 5956 

January / February Flag Raising Schedule 

   The Original 27 Flags Unit along with help from additional Post Members raise and 
lower the flags on the poles lining the Post driveway.  When all the flags are up it’s an 
impressive site.   

    Please consider taking a little time to meet us at the Legion and help us accomplish 
this duty.  It usually takes less than 30 minutes.  Thanks in advance for your help! 

Flags go up at 0800 and down at 1700 on:       

             Monday January 19th  Martin Luther King Jr. Day   
          Monday February 16th    President’s Day   

USS CYCLOPS (AC-4) 
FOUNDED IN 1933  


