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March — April 2026 
American Legion Dewey Lowman Post #109 

1610 Sulphur Spring Rd, Halethorpe, MD 21227 
Founded in  1933 

Commander’s Message  
   On May 19th  Dewey Lowman will be hosting an Honor Flight of about 100 veterans from northern Arizona.   
These veterans, after a full day spent visiting the monuments in Washington D.C.  and Arlington National 
Cemetery, will arrive at the post about 6:30pm and relax with a catered dinner served by our Auxiliary with 
the assistance of the Elkridge Young Marines.   2nd Vice Commander Scott Ross may be reaching out to our 
Post Family for assistance with this opportunity. 

     The members of our Junior Sports Shooting Club were recognized at our February membership meeting.  
Following introductions, they were awarded certificates for achieving Pro Marksman and Marksman levels of 
proficiency with the sporter’s air rifles.  This club practices in Hall B on Tuesday evening under the guidance 
of comrade John Sheldon and his volunteer group of coaches. 

     The Post Family leadership is making plans to invite the Maryland Chapter of Gold Star Mothers to a 
Sunday dinner in May.  The details are still being worked out but we have agreed that honoring the families 
of those lost while serving their country is a small way of recognizing their loss.  We anticipate a limited 
number of seats being available for those wishing to share dinner with the families of some of our American 
heroes.   More on this as we flesh out the details. 

     Once again The American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary are reaching out to high school 
juniors wishing to participate in Boys’ State or Girls’ State.   Those of us with children or grandchildren of this 
age should consider discussing this important opportunity with them. 

  

In Veteran’s Service 

Clyde Thomas 

Commander, Post 109 

USS CYCLOPS (AC-4) 

      

Post Historian 

  After many years I have decided to resurrect the Post #109 Scrapbook. In an effort preserve our Post’s 
history and legacy for present and future members and families. This is an all hands effort as I cannot attend 
all functions for photographs and stories. Legion, Auxiliary, and The Son’s need to help me in this effort. 
Please send any pictures of the past year 2025-26 along with the event name, date, and participants (L-R) to 
my address:  chinhuagoo@gmail.com.   

Gary Brent Tolbert-Smith, Post Historian 
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Chaplain’s Report 
Called to Post Everlasting:  

Daniel W.  Dudley      (June 17, 1938—February 6, 2026) 
    Anyone having information about a Post member entering the hospital, nursing home, recovering from an 
illness or surgery, or has  been called to the Post Everlasting, is asked to notify me.  We do offer memorial 
services, per the families request.  

For God and Country  

Shannon Shaffrey,   Chaplain  

443-858-5862       Shaffrey31@gmail.com 
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1st Vice / Post Adjutant 
Buddy Check: (See Picture Above) Chuck Marshall and I did a Buddy Check on Wednesday 11 February.  

We  did a Buddy Check with our oldest member, Henry Miner who was 100 years old on November 19th.  
Henry is in the Loch Raven VA Medical Center. Henry invited us into his room to chat for a while. He told us 
that he was embarked on the Belgian Troopship SS Le’opoldville assigned to the 66th Infantry Division 
(Black Panthers) during WWII. He said that he had just finished the evening meal on Christmas Eve 1944,  
when there was a terrible explosion in the engine room. The ship started taking on water and the captain 
ordered, “All Hands Abandon Ship”.  He jumped into the icy waters of the English Channel and was rescued 
by another ship.  763 members of his division weren’t so lucky and perished in the disaster.   The 66th Infantry 
Division did the mopping up just after the Battle of the Bulge.  After he got discharged from the service he 
went to work at the Pentagon. Henry was born and raised in Hickory Ridge, PA, not far from Knoble’s 
Amusement Park. Henry’s eyesight is failing him but otherwise he is sharp as a tack.  Both Chuck and I were 
thrilled to have been able to talk with such an American Hero. 

 Special Olympics:  Ray and I attended the State Bowling Championships that were held at the 
Crofton Bowling Lanes on Sunday, Dec. 7th. Ray announced the medal winners and I assisted the 
Police Officers with the medal presentations. Once again, our biggest event of the year was the Annual 
Polar Bear Plunge into the Bay on 30 January.  This was the 30th year of the plunge. The Air 
Temperature was 14 degrees and the water temperature was 31 degrees.  I know for a fact that 
someone upstairs was looking out for this old geezer because you could only go in up to your knees.  It 
wasn’t because we were chicken, it was a safety issue.  Special Olympics raised over $4.2M. Our 
American Legion Family Plunge Team raised $41,925.00 and captured a plaque for the “Top Military 
Fundraising Team”.  I received a plaque for the “Top Individual Fundraiser for the 2026 Police Plunge. 
I thank all of you from the bottom of my heart for your very kind donations. 

Don’t Forget to keep bringing those old cell phones and eyeglasses into the Post.  I will make sure 
they get into the proper hands. 

GOD Bless Our Troops and GOD Bless America” 
Yours in Legion Service: 

 Wild Bill Ganz (410) 418-5597  
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Dewey Lowman Unit # 109  Auxiliary 

   Presidents Message 

  Well, it’s almost spring time and we will be able to kiss the cold temperatures good bye!  It’s been a long, 
cold winter and I for one can’t wait to enjoy the warmer temperatures, sunshine and new blossoming flowers 
all around. 

  There are lots of fun activities planned at the post so be sure to check out the schedule.  Among them is our 
Auxiliary’s dance with the party and dance band  “The Uncommitted ” coming up on April 25.  Tickets will be 
on sale at the canteen soon…so be on the lookout to get yours. 

  We’ve had a great start to supporting our mission to serve the veteran community and our post this year.  
With help from the Post, SAL and our community friends, we collected supplies for the Veterans Medical  
Administration in Baltimore.  

  We kicked off February with the Auxiliary hosted shrimp night which is always well attended and a fun 
evening of food, drink and dancing. 

  There are lots of opportunities just waiting for us to fulfill the Auxiliary’s mission of service not self, but we 
need your help.  We need all of our new members to attend an Installation meeting so they can get their 
membership cards and join in the fun and camaraderie.  Let’s bring our membership together and come out 
of winter hibernation to accomplish much more in the coming spring and summer. 

Please renew your membership if you haven’t done so already and join us at our monthly meetings on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 in the Post Hall.  Be a part of YOUR Unit. 

For God and Country, 

Carolyn Hyatt, President 

Chaplain 
  Love conquers all and brings comfort. Thank you everyone who has been coming to me with the names 
of members who have needed extra love and support. 
   Please continue to call or text me if you know of any member who is ill, in the hospital or has had a 
death in the family so I can contact them. If I do not answer, please leave a message. 
With Love, 

Lori Shaffrey, Chaplain    

(443) 531-8055, shaffrey_faith@yahoo.com 

Membership 
We are continuing to accept renewals for the 2026 membership year, You can make your payment using any 

of the following convenient options:  

1. Visit https://member.legion-aux.org/ and press “RENEW” in the top banner. 

2. In Person: Drop off your dues at the Legion (credit card, check, or cash).  See Bartender 

3. By Phone: Call National Headquarters at (317) 5694570. Please have your Member ID ready.  

Please make all checks payable to American Legion Auxiliary Post #109. We hope you will take a moment to 
renew your membership and continue supporting our mission. Your involvement truly makes a difference as 
we work toward our membership goals.  

If you have any questions about membership, please feel free to contact me.  

Yours in service, 

Paulette Bronis, Membership Chair    (443)-955-8963, paulette.bronis@gmail.com 
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Maryland Girl’s State 
   The American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) Maryland Girls State will be held on June 21 -26, 2026, at Salisbury 
University. This is a highly regarded program that is nationally known and attendance is a big plus on college 
and scholarship applications. If you would like to submit an application and be considered for sponsorship by 
The American Legion Dewey Lowman Auxiliary Unit 109 - please contact Sharon Knecht: 410-227- 0169 
nonniek@verizon.net or see https://mdboysgirlsstate.org for more information and to apply. 

Auxiliary Unit 109 Education Committee                 
   The ALA Dewey Lowman Unit 109 Scholarship Application Forms for 2026 are now available! You can 
obtain a copy from the Education Chair and on the Dewey Lowman website at  

https://www.americanlegionpost109.org/index.php?id=133.  Please contact Carolyn Hyatt, Acting Education 
Chair, at 443-833-5532 or email carolynph711@yahoo.com, with any questions or requests. 

We are looking forward to another enthusiastic response! 

Carolyn Hyatt 

Maryland Boys State Program June 21-27, 2026 

   As Summer approaches, there is a unique program offered to young men who graduate in 2027 (current 
Juniors).  The Maryland Boys State Program is sponsored by the Maryland American Legion.  Dewey Loman 
Post 109 is willing to provide the cost for this week long educational experience which is held at McDaniel 
College in Westminster.   

   Maryland Boys State will provide each candidate with an education into the legal process and policy making 
of legislative bills which mirrors the General Assembly in Annapolis. Participants will be divided into cities 
and will elect officers to govern their respective jurisdiction. 

   The program’s aim is to expose attendees to the United States Constitutional government.  The program em-
phasizes the necessity of their future participation as a citizen in the governmental process, ensuring continu-
ing freedoms and rights. 

   The students are required to work as a team.  The students are encouraged to produce and create within 
their assigned political parties as potential leaders and candidates for future public office. The experiences 
gained at Boys State stays with the students their whole life. 

   If you know of any young man who may have an interest in attending this unique program please use this 
website to complete the application online:  http://mdboysgirlsstate.org/.  REMEMBER application deadline 
is May 1, 2026.  There are no cost to the students sponsored by Post #109. 

   If you have any questions you can call Greg Reisz (Post 109 Liaison for Maryland Boys State program) at 410
-746-2719, or Vernon Wilkens (prior Boys State graduate & Post 109 Legion member) at 410-303-8099. 

Dewey Lowman Post #109    $1000.00 Shinnamon Scholarship 
   2026 High School graduates that are children, grandchildren, or great-grandchildren of Post members in 
good standing (2025-2026 dues paid) are encouraged to apply. Scholarship can be used for any post high 
school academic expenses including vocational schools.  Application can be downloaded from the Post 
Website Home Page.  

     Any questions can be directed to Post Scholarship Chair, Vernon Wilkens at:  

wilkens325j@gmail.com  
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      Sons of the American Legion 
 

S.A.L hold Meeting 2nd Thursday of Every Month 

Judge Advocate                 
Court is now in session! 

Greetings to the Dewey Lowman Post 109 American Legion Family! 

Have you ever heard of something called “Unclaimed Property”? Do you know what it is? The 
“Google” definition is: 

“Unclaimed property consists of money or intangible assets—such as bank accounts, 
uncashed checks, utility deposits and stock—that are considered abandoned after a le-
gally defined period of inactivity, usually 1–5 years. When businesses cannot locate the 
owner, they must turn these assets over to state authorities, where they are held indefi-
nitely for the owner to claim.” 

So imagine this, a few years ago you moved and were expecting a refund check form someone but 
never got it. Well, turns out whoever owed you the refund couldn’t find you so they turned the check 
over to the Comptroller of that state to add to the “Unclaimed Property” pot. 

So, know this, this is money that belongs to you for whatever reason. And it costs you absolutely 
NOTHING to claim it other than your time and effort. To start, all you have to do is type this (I use 
the state of Maryland for this example): “unclaimedproperty/md” and hit enter. On the search page 
you will see a line that reads “Claim Search Page”. This is on the Maryland Comptroller’s website so 
click on the “Claim Search Page”. You will be prompted to enter your last name, first name, city, zip 
and property #. You can only enter your last name but I suggest you enter your last, first and city 
then click the “Search” bar. If there is anything do you it will appear else a red message at the top of 
the page telling you that nothing is available. If you just enter your last name then you can look and 
see if any family members have something. You can search on any name you want. I do this at least 
once a year. I recently found something for my wife and I also found something for both of my late 
parents. Now they lived in another state so the key to this search is to do it for EVERY state you’ve 
ever lived in. all you do is in the search when you typed “unclaimedproperty/md” swap out the “md” 
for whatever state you lived in. Again, this is legit and costs you absolutely nothing to search or to 
claim the moneys. So here is a sample of what you will see when you hit enter. I will use the name 
“Smith”: 

 

The 2nd column from the right shows you how much it could be. It doesn’t tell you specifically but 
gives you an idea. So you click on the “CLAIM” button on the left and just follow the instructions. 
You may have to submit copies of some documents but there is a secure link to upload the docu-
ments. It can take up to 6 months for your claim to be processed but they notify you when your claim 
is received and email you if they need more info and then email you when your claim has been pro-
cessed. You should do this at least once a year. If you need any help, please feel free to reach out to 
me. You can contact me via email at dlpost109judgeadvocate@gmail.com.  

This Session is Adjourned! 

Ray Staniewski, Judge Advocate 

dlpost109judgeadvocate@gmail.com 
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~  March 2026 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Show Me 
The Mon-
ey/Potluck 
2 p.m. 

2 3 

Home Com-
mittee  

Officers 
Meeting 

6pm-7pm 

4 5 

Wing Night 

5-7pm 

6 
Music Bin-
go 
7pm-11pm  

7 
Live Band - 
Jill Black & 
The Panic 
Attack 
7p-11p  

8 
Show Me 
The Mon-
ey/Potluck 
2 p.m. 
 

 

9 
 

10 
Auxiliary  
Meeting 
7:00pm 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

11 
 

12 
S.A.L.  
Meeting 
6:30 pm 

13 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

14 
Live Band - 
Duck Soup 
7p-11p  

15 
Show Me 
The Mon-
ey/Potluck 
2 p.m. 

16 
 

17 
St. Patricks 
Day 
 
Membership 
Meeting    
7 pm 
 

18 19 
Spaghetti     
Dinner 4-
7pm 

20 
Live Music 
In Tone 
Nation 
7pm-11pm  

21 
Live Band - 
Wild Grey 
Hairz 
7p-11p  

22 
Show Me 
The Mon-
ey/Potluck 
2 p.m. 

23 
 

24 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

25 26 
27 Flags 
Meeting 
7p-8p 

27 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

28 
Live Band - 
South Paw 
7p-11p  

29 
Show Me 
The Mon-
ey/Potluck 
2 p.m. 
 
 
 

 

30 
 

31 
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~April 2026 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 

Shrimp 
Night 

5-7pm 

3 
Music Bin-
go 
7pm-11pm  

4 
Live Band - 
Vile Vibe 
Trio 
7p-11p  

5 
EASTER 
SUNDAY 
 
POST 
CLOSED 

6 
 

7 
Home 

Committee     

Officers 
Meeting 

6pm-7pm 

8 9 
S.A.L.  
Meeting 
6:30 pm 

10 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

11 
Live Band - 
Kaleido-
scope 
7p-11p  

12 
Show Me 
The Mon-
ey/
Potluck 
2 p.m. 
 
 

13 
 

14 
Auxiliary  
Meeting 
7:00pm 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

15 
 

16 
Spaghetti     
Dinner 4-
7pm 

17 
Live Music 
Roll With It 
7pm-11pm  

18 
Live Band - 
Blue Line 
7p-11p  

19 
Show Me 
The Mon-
ey/
Potluck 
2 p.m. 

20 
 

21 
Membership 
Meeting    
7 pm 

22 23 
 

24 
Karaoke 
7pm-11pm  

25 
Live Band - 
Deni Starr  
Band 
7p-11p  

26 
 Show Me 
The Mon-
ey/
Potluck 
2 p.m. 
 
 
 

                          

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
Taco Tues-
day 
6:30-
8:00pm 

29 30 
27 Flags 
Meeting 
7p-8p 
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The Original 27 Flags 

    Educating our youth about the American Flag is one of our main missions.  We presented the 27 Flags story 
and showcased the flags at the Lamb of God School in Halethorpe, MD on February 13, 2026.  Each child 
received an American Legion “Our Country’s Flag” comic book, a Flag Etiquette pamphlet, a summary of the 
27 flags descriptions, along with an American flag tac pin.  These fifth grade students have been well schooled 
in patriotism and the American flag during their class curriculum.  It felt wonderful to be able to share a part 
of our country’s history especially in this 250th year anniversary of its freedom and independence! 

  Please join our group so that you can help us support these local events.  It is a warm, heartfelt feeling to pay 
tribute to and honor all of our veterans, fallen heroes and active military who have protected America 
throughout history.  After all, isn’t that why you joined the American Legion? 
Carolyn Hyatt 

27 Flags Unit Secretary 

The 40mm Bofors Naval Gun Out Front 

   Maybe you’ve wondered about the gun out front. I played on that gun as a kid since the Post was located on 
Leeds Ave. You older members probably yelled at  me and I’d scram! Was wandering around the National 
Museum of the Pacific in Fredericksburg, Texas (Adm. Chester Nimitz’s hometown) last week and sure 
enough there was the same gun (mint condition) on the back of a full PT boat exhibit with details! 

Type: 40 mm Bofors       Rate of Fire: 120 rounds/min     Range: 11,133 yards at 45 degrees  

 The Bofors gave PT boats a weapon to match up with German F-lighter (German Landing Vessel) firepower. 
Operating the gun required 4 men,  2 operators and 2 loaders. Clips only held four rounds to conserve 
ammunition. Both Allied and Axis powers adopted the Bofors. In the first 6 months of 1945, 17,365 were 
installed on US Navy Ships.  

Vern, Third Vice Commander 
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Post 109 Hall Rental  

         Our hall can accommodate both large and small events with ample 
parking. Contact Vivian for competitive hall rental prices and the best 

service around.   

Contact Vivian at: 443-415-5557 

Junior Sports Shooting Club  

    Thanks to the Post’s support, the Post 109 Junior Shooting Sports Club is thriving with 15 youth and five 
adults. 

   Several members participated in the CMP Robert Innes Memorial Match in December.  The results are that 
Lira Summers made it to the second round, which is a shoulder-to-shoulder match in Damascus, MD.  Lira 
won the Department of Maryland Top Shooter last year. 

   The club provides a fun learning experience and education in gun safety for youth between the ages of 8 and 
18.  Adults from the Post family teach gun safety and provide an opportunity for youth relatives of members, 
Young Marines and Scouts to hone their skills at shooting air rifles. 

   Club always is in need for additional adult instructors from the Post.  Not a lot of time is needed as meetings 
are only on Tuesday evenings from 6:15 pm until 8:30 pm.  If you have any interest in gun safety and enjoy 
working with youth and families, please contact John Sheldon at 410-799-6958 

   Contact Tracy Thiels or John Sheldon at juniorshootingsports@AmericanLegionPost109.org if you know of 
youth interested in joining the club or are interested in participating as a coach. 

John Sheldon &  Tracy Thiels 
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Post #109 Officers 

   Commander                     Clyde Thomas               443-917-9821 
   1st Vice                             Chuck Marshall                
   2nd Vice                           Scott Ross  
   3rd Vice                            Vernon Wilkens                         
   Adjutant                           William Ganz                         410-418-5597 
   Judge Advocate              Ray Staniewski 
   Finance Officer               Darrel Jackson                 410-782-5937                     
   Chaplain                          Shannon Shaffrey        443-858-5862        
   Historian                         Gary Tolbert-Smith  
   Service Officer                Duayne Driscoll 
   Sgt.-At-Arms                   John Calvert                           410-370-7629 

Post #109 S.A.L.  Officers 

Commander         Steve Greig                 301-875-2468 
1st Vice                  David White 
2nd Vice                Bob Wire                                               410-456-7847  
Finance Officer    John Moylan                                        
Chaplain                VACANT 
Adjutant                Jim Bowlin         
Sgt-at-Arms          Dennis Clark 
Historian               Gary Sanford Sr. 

       Unit #109 Auxiliary Officers 

 

President:          Carolyn Hyatt                                          443-833-5532 
1st Vice:              Paulette Bronis                                        443-955-8963 
Treasurer:          Rose Mary Tittsworth  
Secretary:           Mary Beth Wire 
Chaplain:            Lori Shaffrey                  443-531-8055 
Sgt at Arms:       Patricia Calvert  
Historian:           Beth Milesky 
Exec. Comm.:    Cindy Klapproth, Linda Lohrfink, Mary Marah                
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Stay Connected With  Post 109 
   Facebook:       https://www.facebook.com/dewey109/ 
   Email:               Cyclops@AmericanLegionPost109.org  
   Website:           www.AmericanLegionPost109.org 
   Post Phone:    410 - 242 - 5956 

March / April Flag Raising Schedule 

   The Original 27 Flags Unit along with help from additional Post Members raise and 
lower the flags on the poles lining the Post driveway.  When all the flags are up it’s an 
impressive site.   

    Please consider taking a little time to meet us at the Legion and help us accomplish 
this duty.  It usually takes less than 30 minutes.  Thanks in advance for your help! 

Flags go up at 0800 and down at 1700 on:       

             Sunday March 15:  American Legion’s Birthday 
             Sunday March 29:National Vietnam War Veterans Day 

USS CYCLOPS (AC-4) 
FOUNDED IN 1933  


